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beginning there was TO 6V We meet even in
the Upanishads themselves with discussions pro-
voked by these contradictory statements and
intended to reconcile them, as when we read in
the jOand. Up. VI, 27, 'But how could that
which is, be born of that which is not ? No,
my son, that only which is, was in the beginning,
one only, without a second V But while in the
Upanishads these various guesses at truth seem
thrown out at haphazard, they were afterwards
woven together with wonderful patience and in-
genuity 2. The uniform purpose running through
all of them, was clearly brought out, and a system
of philosophy was erected out of such diverse
materials, which is not only perfectly coherent,
but quite clear and distinct on almost every point
of doctrine. Though here and there the Sutras
admit of divergent interpretations, no doubt is
left on any important point of .Sankara's philo-
sophy ; which is more than can be said of any
system of philosophy from the days of Plato to
the days of Kant.

1  See Taitt. Up. II3 7, Sacred Books of the East, xv, p. 58.

2  See Vedanta-sfttras I, 4, 14-15.
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